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Preface

Dear Friends and Colleagues

On behalf of the International Society for Bioelectromagnetism, the Ragnar Granit Institute and the
Ragnar Granit Foundation, I welcome you to the 10th Nordic-Baltic Conference on Biomedical
Engineering and the 1st International Conference on Bioelectromagnetism.

The series of Nordic Conferences on Biomedical Engineering started in 1970 in Espoo, Finland. These
conferences have been organized approximately every third year in the Nordic Countries. Because there
exists a large selection of conferences in biomedical engineering in the world, there has been discussion
on how important it is to continue this tradition.

In the new political situation the Baltic States have recently again received their independence. There
have been established national societies of biomedical engineering in all these Baltic States and in the
Iceland as well. This development has strongly developed the status of biomedical engineering in the
Northern Europe and around the Baltic Sea. This has given a completely new background for organizing
a Nordic, in this case a Nordic-Baltic conference.

The strength of this idea is proven with the facts that some 400 scientific papers were submitted to this
conference. Some 220 of them were accepted to the 10th NBCBME and some 150 to the jointly
organized Ist ICBEM. In addition to that thirteen valuable State-of- the-Art lectures are given in the
conferences. The papers and the participants of these conferences represent 35 countries from all over
the world including Europe, North and South America, Middle and Far East as well as Australia. This
remarkable interest shown towards this scientific event indicates that the tradition of Nordic
Conferences on Biomedical Engineering is, actually, now stronger than ever.

The organizers of these conferences are glad to announce that the Proceedings of these conferences are
published as Supplements to the Journal of Medical and Biological Engineering and Computing. This
is a privilege for the conference participants giving them additional scientific recognition which they
certainly merit.

I wish to see all of you and other colleagues at the 11th Nordic-Baltic Conference on Biomedical
Engineering in 1999!

Jaakko Malmivuo
President of the conference
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